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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BUD APE 01 162 201423Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AGRE-00 CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO 
DODE-OO EB-08 FRB-01 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 L-03 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 CTME-00 AID-05 SS-15 
STR-07 ITC-01 TRSE-00 SP-02 SOE-02 OMB-01 DOE-15 
/102 W 

061388 201530Z/45 

R 201312Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 999 
USIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS BUDAPEST 1162 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EEWT, HU, US 

SUBJECT: TRADE AGREEMENT SIGNED 

REF: BUDAPEST 1120 

1 . AMBASSADOR AND MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE JOSZEF BIRO 
SIGNED TRADE AGREEMENT MARCH 17 AS SCHEDULED. SIGNING 
WAS ATTENDED BY MOST OF HUNGARIAN NEGOTIATING TEAM AND 
OTHER HUNGARIAN OFFICIALS INCLUDING DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER 
NAGY. 

2. AFTER SIGNING, BIRO MADE SHORT SPEECH IN ENGLISH IN 
WHICH HE WELCOME END OF THIRTY YEARS OF DISCRIMINATION, 

NOTED THAT U.S.-HUNGARIAN TRADE AND COMMERCIAL RELATIONS 
WERE FAR BELOW THE APPROPRIATE LEVEL FOR OUR TWO COUNTRIES 
AND EXPRESSED HOPE FOR GROWTH OF LONG-TERM RELATIONSHIPS 
BETWEEN HUNGARIAN AND AMERICAN ENTERPRISES. AMBASSADOR 
REPLIED ALONG SIMILAR LINES, WELCOMING BEGINNING OF NEW 
ERA IN ECONOMIC RELATIONS AND PLEDGING USG SUPPORT FOR 
DEVELOPMENT OF COMMERCIAL TIES. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BUD APE 01 162 201423Z 

3. THE HUNGARIAN PRESS RELEASE TRANSMITTED REFTEL WAS 
PRINTED VERBATIM ON PAGE 5 OF ALL SATURDAY BUDAPEST 
PAPERS (EXCEPT ECONOMIC DAILY VILAGGAZDASAG WHICH RAN IT 
ON FIRST PAGE). ANNOUNCEMENT WAS ALSO TRANSMITTED 

ON RADIO NEWS AND FRIDAY EVENING TELEVISION NEWS PROGRAMS 
CARRIED A FILM CLIP OF SIGNING. 
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4. SIGNED ORIGINAL COPY OF AGREEMENT AND MINUTE POUCHED MARCH 
20 TO JOHN CROOK, L/EUR. 

KAISER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Decaption Note: 
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